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What is Composition?

ÅComposition is defined as selection and 
arrangement of an object within the picture 
format by using space most effectively. 

ÅIn simpler words, this means 'what to include 
and what to leave out from the picture.'



Why Compose?

ÅGood composition allows us to convey that "a 
picture counts for thousand words." 

ÅTo create a visually compelling picture 
emphasizing the photographer's reason for 
taking/creating the picture.

ÅMake the viewer view the entire picture 
rather than just skip it.



Elements and rules of Good (strong) 
composition

Some of the very basic visual elements that can be 
employed for a "good" composition are:
ï Simplicity

ï Leading Lines

ï Balance and Symmetry

ï Texture, color, contrast, tone, lighting, shapes, forms and patterns, etc.

ï Point of view, scale, perspective and curvature, etc.

ï Rule of thirds (golden mean)

ï Reflections, Movement into the frame, Silhouettes, etc.



"Consulting the rules of composition before taking a photograph is like consulting 
the laws of gravity before going for a walk.ά                                       - Edward Weston

These "rules" or guidelines help in creating good composition. However, 
ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ΨǊǳƭŜǎΩ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
view them as tools that one can use to construct a great image. It's like a 
chef using a set of ingredients from pantry to make a great dish (in our 
case a photograph). 

The key is to remember that not all of the ingredients can be used in one 
dish and similarly not all of the compositional elements will be possible in 
one image. 



Focal point?



Focal Point?



Clear Focal Point



Simplicity - Less is More

- Clear Center of Interest



Crop/Edit when necessary



Selective Focus- Use large aperture (smaller f number, e.g. F2.8, 

F4, etc.) to keep a sharp focus on the main subject and blur the 
background. 



Get close- Move or Zoom in on the subject. Zoom 

in more.



Close



Closer



Background
Subject should not mergewith the background 

Backgrounds should not be busy or more brightly colored than the subject. 



Contrastbetween the subject and the background helps the subject stand out.  For portraits,use 
a plain background (seamless backdrop). Use textured surfaces outdoors (such as trees, grass, 

etc.) without overpowering the subject.


